POSITION OF WOMEN
Punjab, however, woman's right to enjoy her own life is distinctly growing in public sympathy. The bars of the zenana are being raised : women of the better class may be seen accompanying their husbands in public unveiled ; and in some places educated Indian ladies have succeeded in establishing clubs of their own, where they can meet at least one another on the badminton or tennis court, or even at the bridge table. In these aspirations they are immensely remote from their uncultured sisters. But new ideas, sprinkled upon the surface of society; may filter down into it.
In Burma there is the greatest possible contrast: women are as free as in the most liberal countries of Europe. They do not marry till they can feel the passion of love, and in many cases they select husbands for themselves. So far from being secluded from the world, they are the principal shopkeepers of the town, and throw themselves heart and soul into the buying and selling which is so universally gratifying to female desires. At liberty to display their costumes and possessions, and to compare them with those of their acquaintances, they naturally spend more upon themselves than Indian women do, and Burma is a much better market than India for imported goods. They are shrewd in business, and do not permit liveliness of temperament and freedom of manners to weaken the rules of prescribed morality. Marriage is a civil contract: divorce is permissible but rarely practised, and a woman, once married, is faithful to her husband. She relieves him of most of the troubles of life, an'd the Burmese men take their cares very easily.
In Burma life is pervaded by an air of gaiety ; in India it is regarded in a very serious spirit, by which even children are subdued. You will never see them romping at play, and their games are of the quietest description. They take no pleasure whatever in teasing animals,
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